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// DERRICK DIGGS, CHIEF OF POLICE, FMPD

Your Fort Myers Police Department continues to grow
and advance in serving the citizens of Fort Myers.
Recent promotions have filled needed positions that will
continue to refine and improve the command structure of
the department. The decision on the part of City Council
and officials to secure the former News-Press building
and convert it into a new headquarters for the FMPD
offers a highly needed expansion for growth and future
development. The current facility built almost 40 years
ago, has served our community well but with the rapid

expansion of the City, also
comes a need to expand the
services needed to keep it safe.
I look forward to providing you
with updates as those plans are
developed.
Sincerely,
Chief Derrick Diggs

Chief Derrick Diggs

DESERVING KIDS GET TO “SHOP WITH A COP”
Over (30) thirty elementary and middle school children converged on the
Target at Dynasty Drive in Fort Myers on December 20, 2019, to “Shop
with a Cop.” The Fort Myers Police Athletic League (PAL) launched its first
annual holiday shopping spree with a group of deserving children and
enthusiastic FMPD Officers with each child getting a $200 budget to
choose gifts for themselves, family and friends.
The children were chosen to participate by their school resource officers,
teachers and counselors and were picked up right after lunch, transported to
the store and spent the next two hours filling their shopping carts.

Chief Diggs with Shoppers

The FMPD PAL program worked over the past couple of months to raise the
money for the excursion through private and corporate donations. Some
officers even gave extra donations if the budgets were exceeded a bit. The
first event has been deemed a great success with preparations underway for
next year.
Group of Happy Shoppers
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FMPD Releases 2019 Crime Statistics
The Fort Myers Police Department held a press conference
to release the 2019 Uniform Crime Report (UCR) statistics.
The UCR system provides standardized reports on crime
statistics based on data gathered from law enforcement
agencies across the state. Offenses include violent crimes
and property crimes committed within the city.
The 2019 UCR numbers showed a significant drop in all
crime categories with violent crimes down 16.5% and
property crimes down 14.6 percent since 2018. The total
for 2019 shows an overall reduction of 15
percent for the City of Fort Myers.

“Over the past three and a half years the FMPD has
adopted a 21st-century policing philosophy and has
implemented a wide variety of programs which include
Technological and Intelligence Driven Policing; Academic
Partnerships; Community Engagement; Youth Based
Programs and Fair and Impartial Policing Training,“ said
Chief Diggs. “Our dedication and commitment to the
safety and well-being of the citizens of Fort Myers will
continue to be our number one priority,” he added.

Deputy Chief Randall Pepitone, Chief Derrick
Diggs, Capt. Victor Medico

FMPD C.O.A.C.H. AUCTION RAISES OVER $16,000
The Fort Myers Police
Department’s C.O.A.C.H.
program (Community
Outreach to Achieve
Change on the Homefront)
held a fundraiser and
silent auction in February
at Millennial Brewery and
Bidders at Silent Auction
Gift and Prize Table
raised $16, 262.00. All the
money raised will be used to expand the program to help feed students over the weekends, during the summertime
and holidays. Backpacks are filled by volunteers with non-perishable items that are sent home with deserving children.
Donations from local and regional businesses and individuals consisted of airline tickets, outdoor grills, vacation
getaways, event tickets and more. Hundreds of supporters attended to bid on items and guarantee that more
children in our local schools and community will have food and clothing.
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FMPD Promotes Officers to Command Positions
The Fort Myers Police Department held a promotional ceremony on Friday,
February 21, 2020, that included two officers born and raised in Fort Myers.
Of the 11 officers promoted, two hail from the Dunbar community, Lieutenant
Dion Freeman and Sergeant Constant Brown. Both officers realized at an early
age that they wanted to pursue a career in law enforcement, specifically in their
hometown of Ft Myers.

THE NEWLY PROMOTED
INDIVIDUALS WITHIN THE
DEPARTMENT INCLUDE:
Major:
William Newhouse

“One of my goals as your Chief of Police is to encourage and work alongside
local organizations, schools, and civic groups to foster a hometown feeling
and dedication that will lead to more and more local young men and women
following a career path with the Fort Myers Police Department. I am proud of
all our officers, particularly those who have deep roots in the community,” said
Chief Derrick Diggs.

Captains:
Joshua Steinman
Jason Fields
Victor Medico
Lieutenants:
Michael Walsh
Dion Freeman
Nichole Greene
Jason Pate
Sergeants:
Jose Gomez
Constant Brown
Ryan Lakatos

Chief Derrick Diggs with promoted Officers

FMPD PAL BOXERS RANKED NATIONALLY BY USA BOXING
The Fort Myers Police Department’s Police Athletic League
(PAL) has four of its boxers ranked in the top ten of their
weight classes by USA Boxing which is the national
governing body for Olympic-style amateur boxing.
The four members of the boxing academy include:
1. Terry Sanders 12 years old ranked #1@ 106lbs.
2. Nathan Martinez 14 years old ranked # 9 @ 114lbs.
3. Coldin Belilies 15 years old ranked #7@ 101lbs.
4. Nicholas Ortiz 13 years old ranked #5 @ 90lbs
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Nationally Ranked PAL Boxers

3

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design
The Community Relations Division of the Fort Myers Police
Department is developing an additional service to assist
business owners and operators in preventing crime. CPTED
or Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design is a
tested, successful approach where a trained officer works
one on one with a business to improve crime prevention
measures and safety in the workplace.
Officer Yvetta Dominique is in training to offer this service
to city merchants and she states that the philosophy behind
CPTED goes beyond standard security measures. “There

is no secret behind CPTED. We can conduct a survey of
the grounds or even devise a complete plan to eliminate
or reduce criminal behavior while at the same time
encourage people to feel safer about the business as well
as the community,” she said.
Some guidelines to improve safety can include:
• Check-out counters at the front of the store.
• Sightlines so employees can watch any activities
and greet customers.
• Fully illuminate interior spaces and have exterior
lighting at night.
• Window advertisements cover no more than 15%
of the window.
• All entrances under visual surveillance (monitor
electronically if necessary).

Officer Yvetta Dominique with local merchant

These examples are not solely for businesses. Churches,
apartment buildings, office complexes, homes, schools,
and all public places can benefit from CPTED. For
more information, interested parties can contact Officer
Dominque at ydominique@fmpolice.com.

BROTHERHOOD RIDE CONCLUDES AT FMPD HEADQUARTERS
The 2019 Brotherhood Ride concluded their 7-day, 600-mile
trip through Florida in front of the City of Fort Myers Police
Department. Starting in Titusville, Florida they rode north to
Jacksonville and then south through the center of the state
finishing in Downtown Fort Myers.
Almost 40 riders along with support crews made the trip to
remember 19 Officers, Firefighters and K-9’s who made the
ultimate sacrifice in service to their communities in 2018.
That list includes FMPD Officer Adam Jobbers-Miller who on
July 28, 2018, was struck down while serving bravely in the
line of duty.

Lt. Roger Valdivia addresses crowd

FMPD Lt Roger Valdivia presented the president and founder of the Brotherhood Ride, Jeff Morse, with a check for
$5,000 which was raised by the 12th annual Cops & Joggers event held early this year.
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