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FMPD “THANK YOU” GOES VIRAL
In a heartwarming show of
thanks, members of the Fort
Myers Police Department sent
a message to the doctors,
nurses, and other staff
members of Lee Memorial
Hospital, a part of the Lee
Health System, on Thursday
evening, April 16, 2020.
Members of the department
Chief Derrick Diggs
used their patrol cruisers to form
a large, red and blue illuminated heart in the parking
lot that surrounded officers and FMPD staff holding up a
message that read “FMPD Thanks You.”
The healthcare salute was the brainchild of Lt. Roger
Valdivia, inspired by the close working relationship the

Police cruisers form a heart in front of Lee Memorial

department and the hospital have, especially during this
time of the COVID-19 pandemic. “We appreciate each
of the hard-working medical professionals and wanted to
simply say thank you to them for their leadership roles in
fighting this illness,” said Valdivia.
Still images and drone video of the event were quickly
gathered by local and national news services, along
with social media, which spread the tribute throughout
the world as a shining example of the gratitude owed to
the healthcare heroes who are fighting tirelessly to protect
our citizens.
Sincerely,

Chief Derrick Diggs

FMPD members hold sign of thanks
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Hurricane Curfews: For Your Protection
If a hurricane strikes our area, a
curfew may be imposed to protect
the health and safety of our citizens.
The purpose of a curfew is to allow
emergency workers to discover, report,
and clear dangerous conditions so
that the public does not stumble upon
them, putting them in danger. Our first
responders can clear obstacles and
prepare safe avenues of travel without
the additional worry of civilian traffic
causing delays or slowing progress.

Downed traffic light at intersection

As Hurricane Irma struck and left
Southwest Florida reeling in its wake,
the Fort Myers Police Department
coordinated with many city, county,
and state agencies to assess damage
to roadways, buildings, electrical
poles, traffic lights, street signs, and
homes. Immediately after the storm
had passed and before the sun had
come up, FMPD officers began
surveying the city for dangerous
situations. In the darkness, our officers

Trees toppled blocking street

came upon live downed power lines,
toppled trees and poles, flooded
streets, and other situations that would
make travel impossible.
Officers performed these duties in
the dark with no streetlights or house
lights to assist with visibility. They
utilized their headlights, portable
searchlights, and flashlights to
illuminate the numerous hazardous
areas they discovered. After days of
being trapped inside by the storm it
is understandable to feel the urge to
explore or check on friends and loved
ones, but please be patient. Please
listen to the news media and FMPD
releases for announcements for when
a curfew is lifted, and it is safe to
leave your homes or place of shelter.
Follow common sense and know that
curfews are for your protection.

REDEDICATION OF PLAQUE HONORING OFFICER WIDMAN
On Saturday, July 18, 2020, officials
from the City of Fort Myers, members of
the FMPD, and members of the public
gathered on Main Street in Downtown
Fort Myers to rededicate a memorial to
deceased Officer Andrew Widman.
Twelve years earlier on July 18, 2008,
Widman and other officers responded to
a domestic violence call outside a club on
City and FMPD officials at memorial dedication
Hendry Street. A husband and father of three,
he was gunned down by a convicted felon while trying to break up the fight. A gunfight
ensued with fellow officers, fatally wounding the gunman as he tried to escape.

Plaque honoring Officer
Andrew Widman

The memorial replaces a plaque that was installed in the sidewalk, raising it up for the public to easily see and pay
tribute to Officer Widman’s memory.
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Department Earns Advanced Law Enforcement
Accreditation from CALEA
After meticulous preparation and review, the Fort Myers
Police Department has been awarded Advanced Law
Enforcement Accreditation from the Commission on
Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA).
The CALEA program is a rigorous opportunity for
departments to go beyond basic best practices and
provide agencies additional means to achieve the highest
level of professionalism possible.

safety and rights of the citizens it serves, and having
exemplified the best professional practices in the conduct
of its responsibilities is hereby, upon the recommendation
of the members of the commission awarded this certificate
of Advanced Accreditation.”
CALEA continues to monitor accredited agencies and
conducts a full review every three years.

In 2016 Chief Derrick Diggs instructed Accreditation
Manager Randall Jones to begin reviewing and updating
all policies and prepare the department for accreditation.
The task involved every member of the agency and, in the
end, the commission praised the FMPD on the commitment
shown to bring all policies in line with national best
practices.  
The CALEA certificate on display in the FMPD lobby
states that the “Fort Myers (Florida) Police Department
having fully demonstrated its voluntary commitment to
law enforcement excellence by living up to a body of
standards deemed essential to the protection of life and

CALEA certificate on display in FMPD lobby

FMPD PRESENTS AWARD FOR EMS PARTNERSHIP
Recently the FMPD saluted Deputy Chief Mike Hamel of the Lee County Emergency Medical Services with a custommade award to say thank you for the strong partnership that exists between the two organizations.
Lt. Roger Valdivia conceived and designed the award to highlight the expert medical advice, leadership, and
guidance given to the department in
dealing with COVID-19.
Deputy Chief Hamel and his
EMS partners developed and
implemented an advanced
notification system for FMPD officers
regarding patients who tested
positive and have consulted with
and advised command staff twice a
week on the pandemic’s effects here
in Lee County.
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FMPD Chief Derrick Diggs and
EMS Deputy Chief Mike Hamel

Custom made FMPD/EMS award
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Highlighting the Cold Case Division
The four detectives of the Fort Myers Police Department’s Homicide
Cold Case Unit have more than 120 years in law enforcement
combined. The unit consists of four seasoned detectives -- Senior
investigators Matthew Alberto, Edmund Haras, Richard Harasym
and Dennis Lambert -- who scour through evidence that can consist of
floppy disks, VHS tapes, Polaroid photographs and old slides to bring
justice to the families of victims long forgotten by the public’s eye.
The workload for the unit stretches from 1975 up to 2018. There
is no set rule for when a case is considered to have gone “cold;” it
depends on when the leads are exhausted and the main detective on
the case is reassigned. The team has approximately 149 open cases
they continually review, attempting to see what wasn’t seen before.

Cold case detectives Matthew Alberto, Edmund Haras,
Dennis Lambert and Richard Harasym

COLD CASE SUCCESS STORIES
Shirley Zerna - found by her
roommate dead in her bed after a
party in their apartment. On March
25, 2019, after advanced DNA
testing and re-interviews of witnesses
along with cell phone call analysis,
Jonathan Espinosa was charged
with second-degree murder. He is
awaiting trial.
Hazel Obando – found shot to death
in her bedroom by her boyfriend
and father of her two sons when he
returned from a weekend trip. Using

social media records, computer
forensics, and witness information the
boyfriend, Earl Joyner, was arrested
on June 8. 2019 and charged with
second-degree murder.
Chester Simons and Deborah
Popp - An unresolved 1993 death
investigation of a couple found
dead in bed from gunshot wounds.
The unit located several witnesses
and after reviewing the evidence
and reconstructing the crime scene
determined that Popp had died from

a gunshot wound from Simmons,
who then committed suicide.
Keith Jones - found shot to death
in 1997 in a room at the nowclosed Tides Motel. The original
investigation identified Michelle
Jackson as a person of interest with
direct knowledge of what occurred.
After a renewed investigation
Michelle Jackson was arrested on a
charge of first-degree murder.

FMPD OPENING HORIZONS SUBSTATION
In its continuing efforts to reach out to the community, the FMPD is establishing
a new police substation in the Horizons development on Summerlin Road. It
will serve the surrounding neighborhood and provide offices and workstations
for officers on patrol. Horizons will be the sixth such facility and joins others at
the Landings at East Pointe on Nelson Tillis Boulevard; the Children’s Network
on Ford Street; Southward Village on Dora Street; the Renaissance Preserve
apartment complex on Romeo Lane and at Next Level Church’s Dream Center
on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard.
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Horizons entrance on Summerlin Road
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