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This edition of the FMPD Connection newsletter offers a
diverse view of our department. We highlight outreach
to our community in fundraising efforts to help feed
young disadvantaged students. We illustrate how
continuing investigations of cold cases are advanced
with new developments and innovative collaboration
with partner agencies. We describe how the training
and deployment of a specially trained team of law
enforcement professionals continues our commitment to
keeping our city safe and secure. And our dedication to
growth is shown with the recruitment of one of the largest
classes of new offcers in the department’s history, along
with new facilities to serve those offcers and the public.

These are merely a few
examples of the many advances
and services our department is
undertaking in our goal to make
the FMPD one of the fnest
police departments in the state,
and perhaps the nation -- and to
keep our city safe.
Sincerely,

Chief Derrick Diggs

Chief Derrick Diggs

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS
The department has been taking its message to the streets
and seeking input from members of the community. Recently
offcers and command staff of the FMPD held informal
conversations at two locations. On Tuesday, April 16, El

Coffee and Conversation at El Caribe

Caribe Latin Flavor on Palm Beach Boulevard hosted “Brew
with Blue” and on Saturday, April 27, Boomz Barber Shop
on Cleveland Avenue held “Barbershop Conversations” with
give and take talks between offcers and citizens.

Detective Jose Gomez at Boomz
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C.O.A.C.H. Silent Auction Event Raises $11,543
On Saturday, April 6, the Fort Myers Police Department C.O.A.C.H.
(Community Outreach Against Child Hunger) fundraiser at Millennial
Brewing Company raised a total of $11,543 and hundreds of nonperishable food items.
Coordinated by Sergeant Jackie Garrett, C.O.A.C.H. is an outreach
campaign by the FMPD to supply food for underprivileged students of
Franklin Park Elementary and their families. The program, which started
in the summer of 2018, has grown to include surrounding residents to
help alleviate some of the hunger issues children face daily, especially
with school closing for the summer recess.

Franklin Park Principal Michelle Freeman and staff

Without school in session, kids will not receive a free hot breakfast or
lunch. Sgt. Garrett and her volunteers seek to distribute nutritious snacks
to children in low-income areas over the summer to make up for meals
they will not get when school is closed.
C.O.A.C.H. is always seeking volunteers and donations of non-perishable
food and money to replenish their supplies and increase their distribution.
Sgt. Garrett plans to continue fundraising events, ideally every six months.
Businesses are encouraged to donate gift certifcates or products for the
next silent auction. Anyone interested in donating or giving their time can
contact Sgt. Garrett by email at jgarrett@fmpolice.com.

Silent Auction Bidding

NEW SUBSTATIONS TO SERVE COMMUNITY
FMPD conducted ribbon cutting ceremonies to offcially dedicate two new substations that will serve neighborhoods
around the city and provide offces and work stations for offcers on patrol. The new substations are currently open
and operational for all sworn personnel and civilians at the Landings at East Pointe at 3696 Nelson Tillis Boulevard
and at the Children’s Network on Ford Street. These are the fourth and ffth substations to open in the past year. The
frst three were opened at Southward Village on Dora Street, the Renaissance Preserve apartment complex on Romeo
Lane and at Next Level Church’s Dream Center on MLK Boulevard.

3696 Nelson Tillis Blvd.
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FMPD Unveils New Artist Renditions in
12-year-old Cold Case
The FMPD held a press conference on
Monday March 25 to present a series
of new facial reconstructions from
skeletal remains discovered 12 years
ago known as the “bones case.”
On March 23, 2007 eight sets
of remains were discovered in the
eastern part of the city and the
facial structures were modeled by a
forensic sculptor. Three of those victims
were identifed by DNA and family
responding to media coverage, but
fve remained unidentifed.
Recently the District 21 Medical
Examiner’s Offce requested
new facial reconstructions of the
remaining fve skulls by forensic
artist Samantha Steinberg of the
Miami-Dade Police Department.
The new artwork was displayed
and distributed to the media
with hopes that they may lead
to additional identifcations.

Ms. Steinberg explained at the
briefng how different techniques
and advanced forensic science
assisted in the new facial recreations
to give a more life-like and detailed
representation of the victims’
appearances. Starting with only the
skulls, Ms. Steinberg consulted with
fellow forensic experts to complete the
fnal versions.

that a witness, acquaintance or family
member may recognize a person
missing for many years. Anyone who
may have information or a suggestion
on the identity of a victim is encouraged
to contact Detective Maalisa Langton
at (239) 321-8015 or by email at
mlangton@fmpolice.com.

The Fort Myers Police Department
enlisted the help of area TV and
print news journalists to display the
likenesses to the public with the hopes

Samantha Steinberg addresses reporters

Ft Myers Five - Facial Reconstructions
by Samantha Steinberg

FMPD SWEARS IN TEN NEW OFFICERS
In a ceremony held the afternoon of March 1, in the City of
Fort Myers Council Chambers, Chief Derrick Diggs welcomed
the largest swearing-in of new offcers since he became the
Chief of the FMPD. The group of 10 men and women included
a diverse variety of backgrounds and experience. The new
offcers consist of veterans, college graduates, corrections and
security personnel and former retail managers who recently
graduated from the Southwest Florida Public Service Academy,
many of them with distinguished honors. Joining the ranks of
the FMPD are Offcers Jasmine Vasallo, Traci Fixler, Nickson
Vilsaint, Abraham Pantoja-Vasquez, Joann Werbalis, Joshua
Kuhl, Justin Jaehn, Joseph Way, John Kuhl and Jonathan King.
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New offcers (l. to r.) Jasmine Vasallo, Traci Fixler, Nickson
Vilsaint, Abraham Pantoja-Vasquez, Joann Werbalis, Joshua
Kuhl, Justin Jaehn, Joseph Way, John Kuhl and Jonathan King.
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Spotlight on S.W.A.T.
The assailant shot his neighbor
several times and then fed back to
his rooming house to hide from the
Fort Myers Police units converging
with sirens blaring. As offcers arrived
on the scene, they quickly realized
that this could become a complicated
search and hostage situation with
an armed suspect. They called in
the FMPD S.W.A.T team, who took
command of the situation, evacuated
the boarding house, assured the
safety of the tenants and captured the
gunman. S.W.A.T., which stands for
Special Weapons and Tactics, is a
highly trained, heavily armed, elite
unit of the FMPD that offcers apply to
join outside of their normal duties.

frearms qualifcations, written exams,
mental agility, leadership training
and emotional stability. The team
wears protective equipment that
includes helmets, ballistic vests, shin
and elbow guards, gloves and more
that enhances their ability to protect
citizens and confront assailants. When
needed, they arrive in a heavily
armored assault vehicle called an ERV
(Emergency Response Vehicle) that
was acquired from a U.S. military
program after serving in combat
overseas. The vehicle can bring
S.W.A.T. members extremely close
to dangerous situations to help

According to Acting Captain Jason
Fields, Commander of the S.W.A.T.
Team, they are trained to handle
situations that a regular police offcer
may not be equipped to handle such
as adversaries with higher powered
rifes or weapons. Other instances
could include a barricaded suspect, a
hostage release, bank robbery, even
evacuation and rescue.
To become a member of the S.W.A.T.
team, offcers must pass several
tests that include physical ftness,

defuse an issue. It also can serve as
an emergency rescue transport, which
was crucial in rescuing and assisting
victims of Hurricane Irma in 2017.
There are approximately 26 members
of the S.W.A.T. unit who are on call
24/7. They undergo continuous
training and include detectives, K-9’s,
patrol offcers, Emergency Medical
Technicians, sharpshooters and others
who must all maintain high ethical,
physical and professional standards.

SWAT Team In front of ERV

SWAT team practicing rescue

Armed Drill during HAZMAT Situation

CITY DECLARES “POLICE CHAPLAINS DAY”
The City of Fort Myers proclaimed May 6 as Police Chaplains
Day to recognize the departments four chaplains; Rickey
Anderson, Israel Suarez, Joseph Gabriel and Judy Sykes. Mayor
Randall Henderson, Jr. read a proclamation before the city
council highlighting their dedication and many years of service
to the FMPD and the community.
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(l. to r.) Joseph Gabriel, Israel Suarez, Judy Sykes and
Rickey Anderson.
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